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Arts notes

There is certainly no
doubt about the sharply-
drawn characters and
intense conflict in John
Patrick Shanley’s play
“Doubt.”

Amid the backdrop
of a nation still reeling
from Kennedy’s assas-
sination and divided on
the subject of civil rights,
this 1964 drama 
focuses on a small 
Catholic school in
the Bronx. Here,
Sister Aloysius 
challenges church 
authority by ac-
cusing a popular
priest of inappro-
priate behavior
with the school’s 
first black student, a 
young boy of 12. The nun’s
strident conviction of the
priest’s wrongdoing rever-
berates through the school
affecting many, including a
young nun and the mother
of the boy.

Presented by Contra
Costa Christian Theater
and directed by Alexander 
Murphy, the 90-minute
drama receives a thought-
ful presentation from its
fine cast of four. Noelle 
Arms as Sister James
gives a sensitive perfor-
mance as her character’s 
youthful enthusiasm 
changes into a more
somber understanding.
Playing the tougher-than-
nails Sister Aloysius is 
Beth Chastain, who cre-
ates an undeniable tension 
in her scenes with Father
Flynn, played with just 
the right amount of charm
and increasing despera-
tion by Eddie Peabody. A 
highlight of the production
is Michelle Ianiro (Mrs.
Muller). Costumed in a
red suit (a nice contrast to 
the black habits worn by 
the nuns), Ianiro skillfully
combines her fear for her 
son with a steely determi-
nation to keep him at the 
school.

While the set design
allows for seamless 
changes in locale, it also
keeps Chastain in profile
— which, with her nun’s
garb, makes it difficult to
see her face or, at times,
hear her when she’s seated
at her desk.

“Doubt” performs Nov.
15-17 at 8 p.m. and Nov. 17 
at 2:30 p.m. at Cue Produc-
tions Live, 1835 Colfax
St., Concord. Tickets are 
available at the door or in
advance by going to www.
ccchristiantheater.org.

n n n
PlayGround play-

wrights recently took a
trip to Tao House, Eugene 
O’Neill’s former Danville 
home, in search of inspira-
tion. The group will be de-
veloping O’Neill-inspired
short plays for its monthly
presentation on Nov. 19 at
8 p.m. at Berkeley Reper-
tory Theatre.

The evening includes
staged readings of six 10-
minute plays on the topic
“Haunted by the Past.” 
Preperformance discus-
sions giving a behind-the-
scenes perspective begin 
at 7:10 p.m. For more 
information, go to http://
playground-sf.org.

n n n
Cal Shakes joins with

the Intersection for the
Arts to launch the Artist-
Investigator Project, a look
into what performances
of the future might look 
like. The project offers
10 artists, who receive a
$3,000 stipend plus $1,000 
for project expenses, who 

would conduct small-scale
experiments that invent
or refine a particular way
of working in the arts. The 
deadline to apply is Dec. 3. 
For more information, go
to www.thetrianglelab.org.

n n n
“Wilder Times” is any-

thing but, if you assume
the title refers
to a play chroni-
cling outrageous
or even exciting
behavior.

In fact, the
collection of four
one-act plays run-
ning at Berkeley’s
Aurora Theatre 
through Dec. 9

looks at Thornton Wilder’s
concept of time and how 
people move through 
it. The first two plays
“Infancy” and “Childhood” 
were written in 1961. Both
demonstrate infants and
children’s frustration with
grown-ups as they long for 
more knowledge while the
adults long for freedom 
from the demands of 
parenthood. “Infancy”
provides some humor with 
oversized baby carriages
and adults portraying the 
demanding little tykes
while “Childhood” moves
into more serious terri-
tory.

Written in 1931, the
third play, “The Happy
Journey to Trenton and
Camden,” encapsulates 
the early 1930s as a
family travels to a mar-
ried daughter’s home 
while the final play “The 
Long Christmas Dinner,” 
also written in 1931, fast
forwards through three 
generations of Christmas 
dinners in the same home.
None of the four works
feature major conflict or
stirring actions; rather 
they are reminiscent of a
documentary exploring
American characters liv-
ing ordinary lives.

But, what isn’t ordinary 
is the brilliant work of
the seven actors: Heather
Gordon, Gwen Kingston, 
Soren Oliver, Marcia
Pizzo, Stacy Ross, Patrick
Russell and Brian Trybom. 
Under the skillful direc-
tion of Barbara Oliver, the 
performers transform into 
different characters for
each play and, for “The
Long Christmas Dinner,” 
their characters age from 
children to adults to old
age literally in the blink of
an eye or rather a blink of
designer Jim Cave’s lights.

I found it delightful 
to watch these talented
performers subtly change
mannerisms as their 
Christmas dinner ad-
vanced through time and
their characters aged and 
died. Oliver separates the
various stories with nurs-
ery rhymes, folk tunes and
original music by sound
designer/music director 
Chris Houston.

On Dec. 3 at 7:30 p.m.,
the Aurora offers a free 
reading of playwright
Gertrude Stein’s short 
plays. Led by education
director Michael Man-
sfield, the evening will
explore the parallels with 
“Wilder Times” to reveal
how she influenced and 
conspired with Wilder to 
create a new American
dramatic form. For more
information on the reading
or to purchase tickets to 
“Wilder Times,” call 510-
843-4822 or go to www.
auroratheatre.org.

Contact Sally Hogarty at 
sallyhogarty@gamail.com.

Tension, desperation, 
charm mark ‘Doubt’

SALLY HOGARTY
CURTAIN CALLS

By Janice De Jesus
Correspondent

ORINDA — Fairy tales
are all the rage these days. 
Whether they’re Disney
classics or recycled plots
appearing “adult fairy
tales” in Hollywood films 
or TV, the Kunstanke art-
ists say there’s no denying 
that fairy tales have had a 
resurgence.

The local artists who
formed Kunstanke — “art
thought” in Norwegian
— several years ago have
offered their take on Dis-
ney fairy tales with a con-
temporary twist of their
own in the current exhibit
“Blinded by Enchantment,” 
at the Orinda Library Gal-
lery through November.

When Phyllis Lasche
saw fellow artist Jimmie
Beardsley’s mixed media
pieceof“BoundedBarbies,”
Barbie dolls wrapped in
fabric, Lasche commented
that the pieces looked “as
if the Barbies have been 
blinded by enchantment,”
said artist TaVee Magner.

“When we talk about
fairy tales as women, we
get these ideas from child-
hood about someday our
prince will come and magic

will happen,” said Magner, 
a Martinez resident.

So when the Kunstanke
art group thought of a fairy
tale theme for its new show, 
“Blinded by Enchantment,”
seemed a fitting title as the 
artists worked on pieces
that challenge some com-
mon fairy tales.

“Some girls grow up 
with the fairy tale that 
Prince Charming is going 
to save them,” said Beards-
ley. “They have essentially 
bound and blinded them-
selves.”

Aside from the “Bound 
Barbies” piece, Beardsley
— an Orinda artist whose 
career as a muralist and
designer spanned several 
years — also offers her ver-
sion of Prince Charming, a
ceramic frog prince in a 
cage. Beardsley said the
frog piece represents the
pressure that some boys 
have about one day grow-
ing up to save a damsel in
distress.

“I was widowed at 34-

years-old and raised three 
daughters who weren’t 
raised to wait for Prince
Charming,” Beardsley
said. “They were raised 
and encouraged to do any-
thing and be anything they 
wanted.”

Beardsley said she loves 
the support she gets from 
monthly meetings with her 
fellow women artists. She’s 
been creating art all her 
life and, at 76, said there’s
still more art to share with 
the world.

“Art keeps me in inquiry
about life,” Beardsley said. 
“I’ve mostly moved from 
one medium to the next. 
Color is a big part of my 
life. I start a painting with 
color and let the canvas de-
cide what it wants.”

Magner created a series 
of painting and photogra-
phy portraits of children 
she knows — her nieces 
and nephews and her 
neighbors’ kids — as fairy 
tale characters.

“I wanted the children 
in my life to talk to me 
about fairy tale charac-
ters,” Magner said.

Another piece was in-
spired by what a fairy 
tale character wore. One
day, while searching the
Internet for a particular 
Sleeping Beauty costume, 
Magner found hundreds of 
photos of Sleeping Beauty 

costumes. While she didn’t
find the one she was search-
ing for, she thought of an 
idea to print the photos.
Inviting her closest women 
friends, Magner hosted a 
“cutting party” one eve-
ning where each guest cut 
costumes out of the photos 
she gathered.

“When we were young,
we played with paper 
dolls,” Magner said. “So,
there we were a bunch of
grown women with paper
dolls.”

The result was Mag-
ner’s installation of paper
dolls with Sleeping Beauty 
costumes.

The exhibit includes 
Lasche’s abstract works 
meditating on the hero’s 
journey and Myra Latkin 
works which are part of a 
series “Keeper of the Sun,” 
based on Mayan iconogra-
phy and beliefs. Latkin’s 
watercolor illustrations 
accompany a Mayan-style 
myth she wrote. Danville 
resident Brigitte Bize pres-
ents her three large oil 
paintings based on the Cin-
derella theme.

Magner said she hopes 
the public gets a more re-
alistic view of fairy tales as 
depicted by their art.

“In the old stories, a lot 
more work has to be done 
before magic can occur in 
our lives,” she said.

Artists challenge Disney, fairy tales
Exhibition is an 
expression of their 
‘art thought’

NEW TWISTS ON OLD THEMES

DANIEL MAGNER

TaVee Magner of Martinez will be one of several area member artists of Kunstanke showing their work at the
Orinda Library Gallery through November.

‘BLINDED BY 
ENCHANTMENT,’ARTISTS’
FAIRY TALE EXHIBIT
WHEN: Through November
WHERE: Orinda Library Gal-
lery, 26 Orinda Way
INFORMATION: www.kun-
stanke.com
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‘It’s a Wonderful Life’
performs at Town Hall

The stage production
of “It’s a Wonderful Life,”
adapted for the stage by
James W. Rodgers from
the holiday classic film by
Frank Capra, will be per-
formed by the Town Hall
Theatre Nov. 29-Dec. 16.

Lisa Anne Porter
(“Proof,” “Picasso at the
Lapin Agile”) returns to
direct the stage adaptation
of this beloved Christmas-
time classic that tells the
story of George Bailey
who, his life and finances
in ruin, decides the world
will be better off without
him — until he is paid an
unexpected visit.

Tickets range from $12
to $29. For showtimes and
other information, call 925-
283-1557 or go to http://
www.townhalltheatre.com/

Lafayette Gallery “trunk
show” Dec. 8, 9

The Lafayette Gallery’s
holiday “trunk show” fea-
turing one-of-a-kind gifts
and craft items made by
the gallery’s member-art-
ists takes place from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 8
and Sunday, Dec. 9 from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the gallery,
50 Lafayette Circle.

Selected guest artists
and artisans from the com-
munity who aren’t gallery

members also will be part
of the trunk show.

Ceramics and glass-
ware, holiday cards,
scented beeswax and deco-
rator candles, handmade
soaps, knitted scarves and 
hats for that upcoming ski 
trip, jewelry and fashion
accessories, great stock-
ing stuffers like coasters
and fun magnets, designer
accent pillows, handcrafted
journals, and paintings and
prints will all be available
for purchase.

It’s free and everyone is 
welcome. For more infor-
mation call 925-284-2788 or
go to www.lafayettegallery.
net

‘Dr. Elmo brings his
Christmas classic to
town Dec. 8

“Dr. Elmo” Shropshire’s 
allotted 15 minutes of fame
should have run out when
his song “Grandma Got
Run Over by a Reindeer”
received its first radio play
in 1979. But 11 million cop-
ies later, it has long since
replaced Bing Crosby’s
“White Christmas” as
America’s most requested
Christmas carol.

And now, Dr. Elmo
himself is bringing his
Supersonic Reindeer Band
to Lafayette for a Dec. 8
holiday concert at Mighty
Fine Guitars, 85 Lafayette
Circle in Lafayette.

Reservations are 

needed; email reindeer-
show@gmail.com to
reserve a seat. Doors open
at 7:30 p.m. Suggested do-
nation is $25 per adult, and 
$12 for kids under 12.

ORINDA

‘Quarter Moon’
on International
Showcase playlist

November’s selection
for the International Film
Showcase is the German
film “The Quarter Moon,”
which will show at the
Orinda Theatre Nov. 16-20
at 1:30, 4 and 6:30 p.m., 
with additional screenings 
on Friday and Saturday at 
8:45 p.m.

It’s the story of cantan-
kerous cabbie Hartmut, for 
whom stubbornness has 
driven a permanent wedge
between the man and his
most important relation-
ships, those with his wife
and adult daughter.

For more information,
go to www.lfef.org or www.
lamorindatheatres.com.

MORAGA

‘Flora and Faunae’ now
at Moraga Art Gallery

The work of painter 
Leslie Swartz and jeweler
Laura Paige is featured in
the Moraga Art Gallery’s
current show, “Flora
and Faunae,” on exhibit
through Jan. 11 at the gal-

lery, 522 Center St.
The subjects are 

Swartz’s expressionist 
paintings of trees from
around the world, and 
Paige’s fine beadwork
created with stone beads 
named after various flora
and fauna, such as rose
quartz, flower agate and
zebra stripe jasper.

The show opened Oct. 24.

Three new Saint Mary’s
exhibits now open

The Saint Mary’s Col-
lege Museum of Art has
three new exhibitions, all 
on view through Dec. 16. 
They are:

n “The Art of the Cross”
— Two thousand years of
art history, representing a 
central tenet of the Chris-
tian faith — Christ’s death 
and resurrection — are 
on view with this exhibit 
featuring works by Marc
Chagall, Georges Rouault,
Bernard Buffet, Jacques 
Villon, Otto Dix and Sadeo
Watanabe on loan from 
Christians in the Visual 
Arts, along with rarely
seen works from the Saint
Mary’s College collection
by Èmile Bernard, Jean
Charlot, Lovis Corinth, 
Salvador Dali, and Eric Gill. 

n “Nyame Brown: John 
Henry’s Adventures in a
Post-Black World” — In-
spired by bedtime stories 
told by the artist’s father,
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